By Steven . Hogan

~ A Saturday Morning Post #338 ~

It was a discovery, it was a special find of an invaluable truth, a spiritual
treasure | had never seen before. It was something | had missed in my 50+
years as a Christian. But | was clearly seeing it on the pages of God’s word, it
was in plain sight, it was God-revealed and obvious.

What am | talking about? What is this discovery? It's that the New Testament
writers, in just a handful of verses, and not a few times, repeatedly spoke about
the whole, the totality of our salvation, that we were justified, are being
sanctified, and will be glorified. These truths were not new to me - | learned
them when | was first saved, but that they were collectively and continually
talked about in just a few verses or less was an amazing spiritual treasure.



It became clear to me that God wants Christians to keep thinking about the big
picture of our 3-part salvation, and of our eternal life, that we see our Christian
life from being born again to eternity future. God also wants us to share the
whole gospel message with the lost like Jesus, who was “proclaiming the gospel
of the kingdom” (Matt. 4:23), and Paul who “went about preaching the
kingdom’’ (Acts 20:25). This truth about understanding the entirety of our life is
especially important for pastors, for they need to teach it in their churches.

There are numerous examples of this whole of salvation message in the New
Testament, and we looked at a many of them last week: Rom. 5:1-3, 8:30; 1
Cor. 1:7-9, 11:26, 15:20-23; Eph. 1:7-12, 1:13-14; Phil. 1:6; Col. 1:4-5, 3:3-4; 1
Thess. 1:9-10. Today we will look at several more:

* Philippians 3:8-11 - “I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord... not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which comes from God... that | may know Him and the power of
His resurrection... in order that | may attain to the resurrection from the dead.”
Here is salvation in its entirety: 1) knowing Christ, being righteous; 2) knowing
Christ and pressing on (Ph. 3:12-14); and 3) attaining to the resurrection from
the dead, being physically transformed (Ph. 3:20-21)! It's clear that knowing
Christ, having a relationship with Him or, as it's also stated, experiencing
eternal life, is the central theme of our salvation. “This is eternal life, that they
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ.” |n. 17:3

* 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 - “If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Him... we who are
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have
fallen asleep... the Lord Himself will descend from heaven... then we who are
alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air.” The believers were living a godly life and being persecuted, and
were worried they had missed Christ's coming. Paul assures them that this was
not so by reminding them of His resurrection - that since we are in Christ, we
too will be raised from the dead, we too will be glorified, and this happens at His



coming! The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the key to being spiritually saved in
the past, to living for Him in the present, and to being physically saved in the
future. “... in Christ all will be made alive.” 1 Cor. 15:20-23

* Titus 2:11-14 - “The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly,
righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.” Our salvation
is again summed up in three parts. Those who repent of their sins and believe
that Christ appeared to die and rise again to pay for their sins will: 1) be saved,
be justified; 2) be living a holy life, be sanctified, and 3) see Christ when He
appears in glory, and be glorified!

* Hebrews 9:27 - “Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of
many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those
who eagerly await Him.” The reason we can be justified, sanctified, and glorified
is because of what Christ does for us at His 1* and 2" comings. 1) He appeared
to die and pay for our sins, to spiritually save us, and 2) He will appear again to
physically save us, to give us a spiritual body! Might we be excitedly waiting for
Him!

* 1 Peter 1:3-4 - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who...
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.” This too speaks
of our 3-part salvation: 1) we were born again, born of the Spirit; 2) we have a
living hope - as we serve God on earth, we should be expecting Christ to return
to take us to heaven; and 3) at the revelation of Christ, we will receive a
heavenly, imperishable, undefiled, eternal inheritance! 1 Pet. 1:13, Col. 3:23-24,
Rev. 22:12

* 1 John 2:20, 27-28 - “... the anointing which you received from Him abides in
you... His anointing teaches you about all things... abide in Him, so that when
He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame



at His coming.” Again, we read about our salvation in three ways: 1) we were
anointed by the Spirit, we were spiritually saved; 2) now we are to abide in
Christ, to have a close relationship with Him; and 3) we should be confident of
our relationship with Christ and at His appearance, be thrilled to see Him! 1
Thess. 4:15-18

* 1 John 3:1-3 - “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we
should be called children of God and such we are... Beloved now we are children
of God... When He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him.”
Again, you are told three things about your salvation: 1) you were first called a
child of God when you became a child of God, when you were saved; 2)
spiritually speaking you are a child of God, and thus, you are to live like a child
of God; and 3) physically speaking you will look like a child of God when Christ
appears, for then you will literally see Christ in His glory and be given a body
like His. 1 Cor. 15:42-44

* Rev. 1:5-7 - “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first born of the dead... To
Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood - and He has made
us to be a kingdom, priests to His God... Behold, He is coming with the clouds
and every eye will see Him.” Jesus Christ, motivated by love, died on a cross,
paid for our sins, and was raised from the dead. His 3-fold purpose was: 1) to
release us from our sins, to forgive us, to make us a royal priesthood (1 Pet.
2:9), to bring us into a spiritual kingdom, the church (Col. 1:13-14); 2) for us to
serve Him as priests; and 3) to bring us into His physical kingdoms, the
millennial and eternal kingdoms.

There are three parts of our salvation, our past justification which happened at
a point in time, our present sanctification occurring during our life on earth, and
our future glorification happening at a point in time, at the outset of Christ’s
coming. Justification results in being delivered from the deadly penalty of sin,
sanctification from the spiritual power of sin, and glorification from the very
presence of sin.

Once we are glorified, our salvation is complete, which is what the New



Testament writers kept telling us. They wanted us to know what God was, and
is, and will be doing in us. Once you are completely saved, which occurs at
Christ’'s coming, then you will be fit and ready to wholly worship and serve
Christ in the next age, the millennial kingdom age. Eph. 1:20-21, 2:10, 18-20;
Rev. 5:10

All that we've talked about is an incredible, supernatural, eternal work of God -
and it's for your good, the good of others, and the glory of God. “From Him and
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”
(Rom. 11:36). Next week, we will look at a number of verses that talk about the
gospel of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23). You will learn that the gospel is not just
good news about salvation, but is also about your eternal future, the kingdom
ages.

P.S. The NT writers were teaching the entirety of our salvation so that you too
would see it, be encouraged by it, and be motivated to tell others, both saved
and lost. | suggest you read these posts which are similar to this one: “An
Overview of Your Christian Life” and “Your Entire Christian Life.”
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