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Your Entire Christian Life ~ Colossians
3:3-4

By Steven J. Hogan

~ A Saturday Morning Post #104 ~

Do you see the entirety of your Christian life? Do you see where
you have come from, where you are now, and where you are going? Do
you see the big picture perspective of your Christian existence? Two
key Bible verses that help answer these questions are Colossians 3:3-4,
for they succinctly state God’s plans for your life. What do they tell you?

“For you have died ...” (justified).This is the past, for it speaks of
that point in time when God saved your soul, when you were justified
and forgiven of all your sins. It goes with Colossians 3:1: “You have
been raised up with Christ.” Romans 6:3-4 also speaks of this, for it tells
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us, “All of us have been baptized into His death... so that as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life.” Galatians 2:20 says it this way, “I have been
crucified with Christ, and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in
me.” This is life-changing truth, for your old self was put to death, and
you were given the Holy Spirit and a new heart. When you were born
again, you died with Christ and were raised with Christ, so you can now
live for Him. This leads to the next phrase:

“... and your life is hidden with Christ in God ...” (sanctified).
This is the present, for it describes your Christian life on this earth. God
has graciously given you a holy and divine life, and an inner power that
no one can see. You may look the same on the outside, but you are
brand new on the inside. You are spiritually and intimately united with
Christ, and can experience His unconditional and heart-motivating love.
You are able to live for Christ. You can say “no” to sin, and “yes” to
righteousness. You can love, serve, rejoice and worship like never
before. You are able to carry out God’s special plans for your life, doing
what builds and blesses others, and brings Him eternal glory. Then
what?

“... When Christ, who is our life, shall appear ...” (glorified). This
is the future, for it speaks of when Christ appears in the clouds, and
raptures Christians from the earth. Paul encourages you to be “looking
for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:13). He says this because he wants
you to be excited about that future time when you will literally be with
Jesus Christ, your Lord and Savior. Then your salvation will be complete,
for you will be given a brand new body. There will be no more sin and
sadness, fears and worries, and aches and pains, just a perfect,
powerful, immortal and glorified body. (1 Corinthians 15:42-44). There
is more -
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“... then you also will appear with Him in glory.” This too is the
future, for it describes what will take place after the appearing of Christ
and the rapture of the church. It says you will actually appear with
Christ. You will spend time in fellowship with Him. You will no longer be
hidden, for you will be seen with Christ, and the whole world will know
you are His beautiful bride and beloved servant. In the age to come,
you will be reigning with Jesus, and have authority over the nations
(Revelation 3:26, 5:10). Can you imagine this? This is extremely
encouraging news, and this is your future. Finally, it says, “in glory,” for
you will be glorified, but more than that, “the whole earth is full of His
glory,” and you will be saying, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.”
Isaiah 6:3

This is your life, simply summed up in two verses. As they
describe your past, present and future, think about what they mean for
your life. Might you know that God is completely in charge, and that He
is moving you along, in life and in this world, from this day to the next
day, from this age to the next age, and for all eternity. Might this hope
you have of the future motivate you to serve the Lord today. Might you
see that you are a vital part of God’s eternal plans, a key player in His
grand and glorious purposes, and that He is perfectly working with you
and all the Christians in the world, “with a view to an administration
suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all
things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth.” Ephesians 1:10

God gives you Colossians 3:3-4 and similar verses so you have
hope. (Psalm 23:6, Romans 8:30, 1 Corinthians 1:30, Philippians 1:6).
Without hope, you will be discouraged by difficulties, and get bogged
down in the day-to-day details of life. You need to be confident that God
is continuing to work in and through your life, for your present and
future good, and for His eternal glory. “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
Colossians 1:27
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What does God want you to know from Col. 3:1-4? He wants you
to know that:

* As a Christian, you are with Jesus Christ, now and forever.

* He has planned out your entire Christian life, from being born again
through all eternity.

* Jesus Christ is your life, joy, peace, strength, purpose and hope.
*You are to keep seeking Christ and the things above; you are not to be
worldly, but are to be holy and heavenly minded.

* Jesus Christ, now seated at the right hand of God, will soon appear
above the earth, rapturing the Christians from this earth, and taking
them to be with Him and with all the believers.

P.S. This particular subject is one of my favorites, and | believe, a very
important one. It’'s imperative to have God’s eternal perspective of our
lives if we are to live rightly and wholeheartedly for Him. | encourage
you to read two other posts that relate directly to this one: God’s Time
Frame for Your Life and An Overview of Your Christian Life.
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