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It’s good to think about the work of God. He is always committed to His cause
and is right on course to accomplish all that He has set out to do. In every
person’s life and in every part of this world, God is carrying out His plans. Here
at the end of 2017 and the beginning of 2018, I want you to think about God’s
work in your life and in this world. “Great are the works of the Lord; they are
studied by all who delight in them.”  Psalm 111:2-3
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First, think about God’s work in the world. Ephesians 1:9 speaks of the “mystery
of His will… to be put into effect when the times will have reached their
fulfillment, to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head,
even Christ.” This is a prophetic verse, for everything and everyone is moving
towards that time when Christ will return and be ruler of this world. But to see
the big picture, you need to go back to Genesis 1-2, and remember that this
world used to be a perfect place, with perfect people. Then Adam and Eve
sinned, resulting in this evil age, Satan ruling over the earth, and sin and death
spreading to all men. But in His mercy, God promised a Savior who would
deliver people from their sin (Isaiah 53), and create a new heavens and earth.
Isaiah 65:17

God made perfect plans to fulfill these eternal purposes, and over the millennia
He has been faithfully fulfilling them. He worked with and through the Jews for
about 2000 years, and then “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”
(1 Timothy 1:15). Christ lived a perfect life, died to pay for man’s sins, was
raised again and ascended into heaven. He continued His work on earth through
the church, saving millions and millions of people from sin, death and hell. Now
that the Jews are back in their land, it won’t be long before Christ returns, the
church is raptured and believers are glorified. Matthew 24:27-31

Second, think about God’s work in your life. It is important for you to know that
in eternity past, God chose to save you, and to glorify you, to be like His Son,
Jesus Christ. Then came that wonderful day when God actually saved you and
forgave you of all your sins. Since then He’s been working in your life, making
you holy and using you to fulfill His purposes (Ephesians 2:1-10). Romans
8:28-29 says it well, “God causes all things to work together for good to those
who love God,” with His primary purpose being that all believers be “conformed
to the image of His Son.”

Think about this past year. In every situation, job, relationship and trial, God
was working in you and through you, for your good and the good of the church,
and ultimately, for His glory. God was always kind to you, always teaching you,
always patient with you, and always carrying out His will in your life. There’s no
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doubt He’ll continue with you in this way in 2018, 2019, etc. Then will come the
day, whether you’ve already gone to heaven or whether you’re still on earth,
when Christ will come back, and you will be glorified, and your salvation will be
100% complete. It’s essential to have this perspective and to be encouraged by
God’s perfect work in your life. 1 Thessalonians 5:24

The fulfillment of God’s plans for the Jews, His promises to the church, and His
plans for you, are all converging together in these last days of this church age.
God is directing every detail in this world, moving all things full speed ahead,
bringing us closer and closer to that time when He will send His Son back to
earth. And this age will end, believers will be glorified, this wicked world will be
judged, a remnant of Jews will be saved, and Christ will begin His rule over this
world. Revelation 6-11

It’s necessary for you to think about your life, and your connection to, and
purpose in the world. Otherwise you’ll be rudderless and directionless, like a
ship adrift out in the open sea. You must see that your life is intricately and
intimately intertwined with God’s work in the world. You are like a puzzle piece,
and God is fitting you and all the other pieces together. God has His plans for
the world, and His plans for you in this world, and you are a vital part of all that
He is doing. Everything happening in your life and in every other life in this
world is part of God’s plan to bring His Son back to this earth. God will not be
stopped, thwarted or delayed, and will not give up until His Son returns and is
reigning over this world. Be excited that you can serve God in the way He has
planned for you, in the church He has placed you, and with the people He puts
in your life. “The whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of
God in the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:21-22

P.S.  As we think about the New Year, here’s an article that specifically instructs
us about the time that God gives to each of us: The Time of My Life.
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